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Service in Toc H 


H hal follows is the substance of a talk by the ADMINISTRATIVE PADRE 
al au Central Executive weekend conferentie held al fordans Hostel, 
Bucks, last November, H deals with the approach to ' jobmastery ^, a 
subject of vital concern to Toc H, calling for fresh thought in facing 
the challenge of these times. Here is meal for discitssion in units, — 


VW HERE does Toe H stand in relation to service? Cynics 
ү зау that its members scek refuge from difficulties of 
thought im opportunities for action. They point out with smug 
smartness that this is futile since God is not a magnified Rotarian. 
We feel that such critics are being cheap and nasty. Nevertheless, 
we are jug a little fearful lest there should be a modicum of truth 
in the gibe. Certainly we need to give serious thought to the 
subject of service if Toc H is to escape from the danger of 
becoming vet another somewhat shoddy social service society. 

Vhere are disquicting signs of this danger in many places. 
Who has not heard the pathetic wail from a unit: What are we 
to do? We cannot find any jobs?” Always the undertones of the 
wail are, “ We do so want to be Toc H.” Who has not met the 
jobmaster who is feverishly looking round in order to find jobs 
to feed ta his members who are of course “men who do jobs’. 
Some of us know another variant of the same theme song. We 
have heard jobmasters proudly present a unit in which every man 
is doing a job and which has in addition what is called a corpor- 
ate job. After every such presentation he waits pathetically for 
the applause which is usually forthcoming. The initiation servicc 
impresses most people when first they hear it..." What is service? 
The rent we pay for our room on earth.” But there is no special 
virtue in paying our rent; nor by merely paying it do we make 
any outstanding contribution to the purpose of Toc H. 


Reasons for Service 


All over the face of England there is an ever-spreading rash 
of social service groups. The rash is infectious especially for those 
who sce in social service a substitute God when faith has been 
shaken. Is this a sign of health or of a neurotic condition in our 

| national life? Why do men erupt into social service? Some serve 
because they cannot stand disorder. H. С. Wells was a social 


| reformer because the world was so ‘ messy. Some serve because 
| they are born interferers. They love poking their noses into other 
| people's business. Some serve because it ministers to their self 
| csteem. To be thanked makes them feel good and most people 


| desire to ‘feel’ good far more than to ` бе’ good. Some serve 
out of pity for suffering. This is more noble but it often results 
in their being burnt out by despair. Some. as the cynic aforesaid 
states, serve because they cither dare not, or are too lazy to, think. 
None of these motives is or ought to be the driving force of 
Тос Н service. Furthermore, Toc H is not secing clearly if its 
ervice is merely a desperate attempt to save a civilisation which 
s collapsing or, more truly, has already collapsed. 


What then is the reason for the centrality of service in the lite 
of Toc Н? 1 suggest that members of Toc H serve their fellows 
as a direct result of their view of the world. What is that view? 

| They до not see the world as the scene of a race between chaos 
| and sanity, “They see it as the sphere of operations of a God Who 


| cares for all men and Who is equal to all emergencies. In other 
| words, they see the world as the home of à family. That is its 
| purpose. Service in Toc H is an attempt to line up with this 


purpose. In service from this motive men give not just their 
service. but that which men most desire—a sense that life is 
meaningful, a stabilising sense of significance, or, if a familiar 
word helps—God. 


Stages of Understanding 


It has been said that there are three Stages in the understanding 
of any truth. The first is when men hear it from a teacher and 
sce it; the second is when they can recall it at will and know it 
to be true; the third is when they absorb it and are able to sce by 
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it. When Toc Н members reach the third stage about the place 
of service, it ceases to be a problem. Necessity is laid upon them; 
they needs must serve. 

Since members of Toc H seek to fit in with God's purpose for 
the world, it follows that their service will be primarily concerned 
with human relationships. “They face the world as if it were truc 
that it is a home. They experiment with this hypothesis. When . 
they sav. * Father” to God, they accept the implication that this 
makes men and women of all classes, nations and types, their 
brothers and sisters. They do not ^ like? all people but thev 
helong to all people and all people belong to their family. 


This involves a real concern about social conditions. They 
desire the world to become the homceliest of homes. Their political 
affiliations are an expression, not of self-interest, but of the passion 
to create a world fit for the children of God. It will follow that 
in the political feld members will often be Struggling against 
cach other. but they will be doing it in a tolerant spirit since they 
will be secking the same end. Whenever groups of men hold 
divergent political views with passionate sincerity but with a 
total absence of rancour, they are making a great contribution to 
the sanity of the world. Units of Toc H are teams of men who 
serve because they see God's will as their duty. The world may 
be destined to end in atomic disaster, but those who have seen 
this vision will aét as though the purpose were generally accepted. 
There is no virtue in acting thus; it is just commonsense. 


Our First Task 


It would be true to say that the responsibilities of members are 
as wide as the world. But those which they can and must 
shoulder are usually on the doorstep. At this Stage in the history 
of mankind there are two special tasks that face Toc H. The 
first has its roots in the history of the movement. We are called 
to mitigate the evils of social, political and racial consciousness. 
It must be recognised that ‘ social, political and racial conscious- 
ness’ are not evil in themselves. On the contrary, rightly used, 
they have promoted the well-being of mankind. They are con- 
stituent parts of the raw material out of which men can build 
the Kingdom of Heaven. They can be used also to make such 
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lovely things as peace, fellowship and freedom impossible. lt is 
possible to be proud of one's class, or nation, or race, without 
despising those of other people. This task lays upon every 
member the necessity for self-discipline and for seeking to inform 
and educate public opinion so that communities may express in 
| their laws that desire for peace which possesses all men. Every 
ume a member exhibits intolerance and every time he fails to 
fulfil civic or communal duties, he impairs the witness of the 
family of Toc H and is hindering the purpose of God. If Тос Н 
is indeed a family of men in which all sorts and conditions can 
| gather in fellowship, it will contribute sympathy and understand- 
ing wherever it meets tension and strife. 


What sort of Planning? 


The second great task which faces the family results from 
dangers that are inherent in a planned economy. We have 
re ед a Яаре in history when it is absurd to discuss whether 
yr not we will have a planned economy. The only problem that 
aces us now is what kind of planning there shall be. The 
insidious danger in all planning is that human values are over- 
looked. Men become mere cogs in a wheel. As social services 
are perfected men and women in times of sickness or distress 

| become * cases ` in a ‘ casebook ^. These things are not inevitable. 

At all times members of Toc Н ought to be so sensitive to human 

| needs that they will become aware when human beings within 

| their own community are being sub-humanly treated. It is not 

| sufficient to give to men food, comfort and freedom, unless at 

| the same time it is possible to place them in some setting in which 
they will know themselves to be of significance. 


It is not too much to say that а spiritual democracy is 
impossible without a multiplication of small groupings in which 
men and women know themselves to belong to each other. Evers 
such group that is formed in which the spirit of the family rules 
тау well make a greater contribution to the future weal of the 
world than any of the despairing consultations amongst states- 
men that are such a feature of modern life. The smallest Toc H 
unit in the most isolated village may be contributing more to the 
ultimate: fulfilinent of the purpose of God than any important 
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international conference. This is literally true. We do not know 
which cflorts are most vitally influencing the future of mankind. 
We do know that it is all important that units of Toc H of 
whatever kind they may be should serve the purpose of God. 
Toc Н is only of value as an instrument to this епа. The concern 
of its members ought always to be the well-being of the 
community in which it exists. 


' Not unto us ' 


Toc H is not an end in itself; it is a means to an end. Units 
ought not to be conditioned by their manpower; they ought to be 
conditioned only by the needs of the community. Their members 
will accept full responsibility for such service as they are able to 
give, but each one, in addition, will be a sensitive spot in the life 
of the community. When human псса is encountered, it will 
sct up a pain in the mind. This pain in the mind will be shared 
with other people. It needs must, since we are a family living 
together in à home. As a result of this sharing, other groups of 
men outside the family will tackle work that the family itself is 
unable to do, and the family will neither seek nor covet credit 
[ог any useful contribution it has been able to make. There is no 
virtue in being of service within a home. There is no humilia- 
tion in receiving service within a home. Such teams of men as I 
have mentioned can be set up in every community in the land. 


If Toc H members have a vision of the way in which their 
families dovetail into the purpose of God, units will multiply not 
only in this country but all over the world. Sometimes 1 listen 
to a Communist express his vision. He is its willing captive. No 
man should scoff at his vision. But whatever in his vision is of 
permanent worth is but a small part of the vision that is ours. 
The Communist is ablaze with his ray of the Sun. We have the 
Sun from which his ray is derived as our inheritance and we blow 
hot and cold. We have got used to our vision. This is our 
shame; because of it the world is in despair. If Toc H is faithful, 
it will be used by God once more to demonstrate unto men that 
behind the ebb and flow of things temporal stand ever the eternal 
realities. It may even be used to make these realities intelligible 
so that wayfaring men though fools can underStand. 

HERBER! LEGGATE. 


45 


ашы a Rap a ean mr ee a А! ES 


Lig) PRA. 
— 9e c vmm cm 


= 


Wes, < 
КЕЧСЕ ORI ME) oe A ees co m ^o 


Ur me 


— ees - 


ча mv. ate 
"— 
/— ——— o — ap d 


LL 


шала ы н а 


AA уне memanen nison a at 


ЕРРЕТИ Fh їз ы manm en Pe a be By it 4 @+ 4 Фук" [IL doc eres 


" 


ree 


^w Alle 


MS ute ИА 


"Und 
+r 


ree 


Жу 


PA 


set Pe т a еа %ь nad ean, aae аа >! oeadna ormer m a da ri we. qoe 


The Thorn bears Grapes no more 


The thorn bears grapes no тоге; 
Tarnished is now the gold 
That did but lately gleam 


Amid the common mould, 


Its sudden lustre dimmed 
By time's corroding stain; 
And men but lately kings 
Are turned to slaves again. 


Some strange enchantment dwells 
In danger, pain and grief 

To draw from little men 

Greatness beyond belief, 


Yet soon the magic fades 

And no new spells restore 

The godlike fires within: 

The thorn bears grapes no more. 


O men but lately kings 

When throned upon your cross, 
You know that men are vines 
Not thorns, are gold not dross; 


You know, for you have seen 
| (Look on your comrades’ graves) 
| The kingliness that burns 
| Within the hearts of slaves; 


You know, yet now deny, 
The greatness that can be 
(For still the kingly path 
May lead to calvary.) 


Look on your comrades’ graves, 
You slaves to little things. 

You that knew greatness once, 
The hour has need of kings. 
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A.G.C. 


Д roof-top инче of Buenas Aires. 


let There be Light 


The World Chain of Light, 1947 


N 1929 Toc М Australia evolved the idea of the * World Chain 

of Light’. Like the Lamp of Maintenance itself and the two 
short ceremonies in which it is used, the merit of the World 
Chain resides in its simplicity and its power to impress an 
immediate picture, a truc symbol of the family life of Toc H, 
on men's minds. As the Branches of Toc H kindle their Lamps, 
the groups their Rushlights, all about the world at their ordinary 
meetings a chain of light is indeed forged every night, but on 
one occasion in the year, the anniversary of the Birthday of 
Talbot House in 1915, all Toc H is thus made conscious of its 
world-wide unity. 


At д p.m. on December тт the first Lamp is lit by a Branch 
specially chosen and the ceremony of 'Light' carried out. 
Already Australia, New Zealand, Canada, South Africa, India, 
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Iceland and Berlin, as well as, more than once, Great Britain 
and Poperinghe itself, have been the Starting point; in 1947 the 
choice fell upon Argentina. Nature does the rest. As each unit 
‘stands to’ its Lamp or Rushlight as the hands of its own 
watches point to nine, a chain of little Hames spreads ever west- 
ward round the spinning globe until, twenty-four hours later. 
it has girdled the world and returned to the point whence it 
Started out. It is like the torch passed from hand to hand in a 
gigantic relay гасе. Each runner, awaiting his turn, greets the 
partners from whom he takes and to whom he hands on the 
light; he has in his mind the vivid picture. unseen but for his 
own small part, of the whole sequence of living men who are 
needed to complete the chain. All those engaged arc made one 
in heart and will. 


Since the Starting point this time was in the We&lern Hemi- 

sphere, we at home, in the Eastern, awaited our turn until 
. [1 

9 p.m. on December 12. First news of what had happened “out 
west’ came in two cables. One was from the Founder Padre, 
now visiting the U.S.A.: 

Keeping World Chain of Light (at) Dallas, Texas. Christmas bless: 
ings and love.—Tubby. 

The second was from Buenos Aires, which had the honour 
of starting the Chain: 


Whole Family (of) Toc H in Argentina, men and women fulfilling 
their privileged duty (and) keeping twenty-four hour vigil before the 
Lamp, send fervent greetings to you all. 

Further news followed rapidly by air-mail—letters from the 
Hon. Commissioner and the Chairman of the Argentine Area 
Executive, cuttings (almost whole page) from the two British 
newspapers of B.A.. The Standard and The Buenos Aires 
Herald, the printed form of service used and a couple of photo- 
graphs which we reproduce. 


The House 


It was a happy circumstance that the place used, the old 
Mark I South America, now the Toc H Centre in Buenos Aires, 
was also celebrating its twenty-first birthday. In 1926 this large 
house Chacabuco 723, was renovated, furnished and presented 


to Toc Н by Mrs. Shennan and dedicated “то the glory of God 
48 


Dempster Wright starts the World Chain of Light. 


and in grateful memory of David Anderson Shennan, who spent 
many happy years in this country, 1868-1906”. Since then it has 
faithfully served a host of Toc Н members and others, including 
seamen visitors of the Royal and Merchant Navies. Amongst 
those who left their stamp on the House have been ‘Lako’ the 
founder of Toc H in South America in 1923 and later our war- 
time Hon. Administrator, and Т. B. Stewart, recently retired 
from the Argentine Southern Railway, for many years the very 
active Hon. Commissioner of Toc H Argentina. It is a House 
with a history, to which it has now added. 


Toc H in Buenos Aires has many friends, and the House was 
well furnished with guests that evening. Among them were 
Sir Montague Eddy, a friend since the fir$t days, the Indian 
Government Trade Commissioner, the President of the British 
Society (in whose splendid war-work Toc H took a hand), the 
President of the St. Andrew's Society, the President of the 
Empire and Services Club—all these with their wives, and the 
President of the St. David's Society. 
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The Service 


The ‘Introductory Service’ to the World Chain had been 
Written, and was conducted, by Padre Eustace Bromwich, Hon. 
Secretary of the Area, who lives in the House. It took an 
original and beautiful form which might well be used again 
when the World Chain comes round. Between the prayers and 
hymns the centre of the service was devoted to ‘ The Story of 
Light’, a series of phrases by the Padre answered and completed 
by the congregation; it is built up from “ Darkness was upon 
the face of the earth”, through the Creation, Incarnation, 
Pentecost and the commissioning of the Disciples, to *'(Padre): 
So let your light shine forth in all the world ° . . . "(44//) : That 


men may see and offer thanks to God ". 


The Lesson was read by Pat Moxey, Chairman of the Area 
Executive, the Blessing given by Dr. Douglas Bruce, of the Scots 
Kirk, who is Vice-President of Toc H Argentina; the sermon was 
preached by Canon T. Ward Hall, Hon. Area Padre, with whom 
Shackleton Branch in B.A. has long worked at the Missions to 
Scamen. The preacher recalled the words of Alec Paterson. 
spoken at the lighting of the first Lamps of all in 1922: 

“What is Toc H? It is just a gathering of young men who seek 
to rebuild a brokeu world with the mortar of comradeship and tlie 


solid bricks of social service . . . Toc Н shall go far across the seas. 


It shall, dw comradeship aud service, bring light (do those places 
where there is still darkness." 


Lamplighting 


The large company (there were about 200 guests) then 
adjourned to the patio, the usual open court-yard attached to a 
Spanish house, and enjoyed the refreshments served by the 
Women's Section, whose fine General Secretary, Mrs. Norah 
Hunter, appears in one of our pictures. 


Col. К. R. Sürling-Wyllie, °T.B’s’ successor as Hon. 
Commissioner for the Argentine Area, then read a message from 
Tubby, who had visited them nineteen years carlier. 


"The world today," wrote Tubby, '' rent asunder by misunderstand- 


ing, distrust, fear and Jack of faith, stands in sore need of that 
Christian spirit of faith, goodwill and service which we like to call 
the spirit of Toc Н. Onur family itself, striving to adapt itself to 
changing conditions, requirements and calls upon it, needs the earnest 
prayers of every member.” 


Left to right: Canon Т Ward Hall (Hon. Area Padre); Mrs. Norah Hunter (Hon. Gens 
Secretary Toc Н Women's Section); Col. К. Stirling Wyllie, (Hon. Commissioner to the 
Area): Dr. Douglas Brice. D.D. (Vice-President Toc Н Argentina); Dempster Wright, 
(Founder Member, Toc Н Argentina); Rev. Eustace Bromwich (Hon. Sec. to the 
Arca); E. Patrick Moxey (Chairman Arca Executive). 

The Hon. Commissioner then delivered his own charge to the 
family. He recalled " the immense gladness of heart" with 
which the Argentine members had greeted the choice of them to 
Start the World Chain, and their “ utmost humility " when they 
thought of the difficult post-war circumstances in which they 
had to work. Не bade them “ take heart of grace from Him who 
is the Light of the World by remembering that during the Dark 
Ages the lights of Christianity were cherished for long in many 
places but eventually were linked together and brought forth a 
new Dawn”. He ended: 

* My message tonight is mainly addressed to our younger members, 
in the belief that youth can march more nearly with the times than 
those of us who are getting older. I wonld ask them to visualise in 
the light of the amps and Rushlights, now to be lit in a world- 
encircling Chain, the good example of our Elder Brethren. In the 
words of Sir James Barrie, I wonld ask them to send our Elder 
Rrethren ‘a message of good cheer—the only message for which they 
crave’, that we have learnt wisely from what has befallen them and 
that they have not died in vain, that the gaps which they left are 
being filled and that we are doing all in our power to spread the 
spirit of Toc H in even wider circles for the extension of God's 
Kingdom.” 

The moment had now come, and as the clock Struck nine the 
Alfred Charles Ransdale Lamp was lighted by G. Dempster 


Wright, a founder member of the Area. 
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Now let the loving-cup of fire 
Be lifted over land and sea; 
Now may the faith of friends inspire 
Our scattered souls with unity. 
For other men’s tomorrow, these 
Broke from their dreams, made brief their day; 
Heis of their spirit will not please 
Themselves, but school themselves and say- 
‘LIGHT!’ 


Vigil 

After the words of ‘Light’ had been said, the lighted Lamp 
was carricd to the Upper Room and set upon a pedestal beside 
the altar. The twenty-four hours’ Vigil now began. According 
to this old, good custom relays of members, a pair or more at a 
time, take turns to watch beside the Lamp for an hour; they 
maintain the hght and trim the Lamp, as they remember before 
God the whole family of Toc H and especially the part of it 
which at that particular time is assembled to observe the World 
Chain. Pat Moxey, writing while the vigil was in progress, says: 


“ An endless procession of men and women took their turn at vigil, 
and when I left the Centre at 3.30 this morning there were still 
people there waiting their turn to go on watch. I was back again 
this morning at 10 o'clock to take my Communion from the hands 
of Dr. Bruce and avain I found the Centre filled with life. No less 
than eight Anglican celebrations of Communion will have been held, 
as well as one Presbyterian and one Methodist. I am returning this 
afternoon at 3 again to go on watch, and shall have the privilege of 


being present once again this evening at 9, when the proceedings 
will terminate.” 


We can say that the World Chain has never been more joyfully 
and faithfully observed than in Buenos Aires, its © place of origin’ 
in 1947. 


ACROSS THE WORLD 


There was, as always, immense variety in the circumstances 
in which the World Chain was carried out by large gatherings 
and small and by lone members all round the world. We should 
not have space to report them all, even if we knew the facts. 
News of the event from places as far apart as Poperinghe and 
Singapore may serve as examples. 


In other years a small contingent of members of Brussels 
Branch have sometimes made the long journey by car to 
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Poperinghe to light the Lamp in the Old House. Last December 
this link in the Chain was safe in the hands of our Belgian friends, 
the very lively group of Poperinghe men and women who 
worked so hard to protect the property of Talbot House during 
the German occupation and to serve British troops there on its 
hberation; they call themselves * The Bridgebuilders’ and meet 
every Tuesday evening in the House. The picture shows some of 
them ‘Standing to’ the Lamp on December 12. 


In the Far East 

The observance in Singapore was really a triple event. The 
unit, gallantly rising to its feet again after the long tribulation of 
the war, not only took its place in the World Chain; it also 
witnessed the dedication of two Lamps and then handed over the 
first of them to the safe-kecping of St. Andrew's Cathedral, where 
the celebration was held. The Lamp of the Malaysian Prisoner 
of War Branch, granted posthumously in memory of the great 
faithfulness of Toc H members in captivity throughout Malaysia 
(the fine Story has been told in the Journat), took precedence of 
the new Lamp of Singapore Branch. In the presence of H.E. 
the Governor and Lady Gimson and of a large congregation, the 
Bishop, two Army Chaplains and three Toc H laymen conducted 
the service and a Naval Chaplain preached. 
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Multum in Parvo 


% Товву spent his birthday and Christmas in Dallas, Texas, 
U.S.A. He is continuing his lecture-tour, visiting California, 
returning via Chicago and New York and expecting to be home 
by Easter. 

%2 In the course of his travels in Canada, Padre GILBERT 
Wituams left Toronto in November, travelled westward by 
Stages and Started back from British Columbia in January. He 
is likely to return to England in April. 

% Lesie Le Maitre and Jack Suaw left England for Australia 
on board the Strathaird on January 22. “Lemon " had served 
as Area Secretary in the Southern Area and the Shropshire 
Division and will be working in Victoria and Tasmania for a 
few years. Jack Shaw, from the Beds. and Herts. and Oxford 
and Thames Valley Areas, will call at Australian ports and Start 
his year’s work in New Zealand after Easter. 

XE A further Strengthening of the overseas staff will occur in a 
few months’ time when Padre Kennetit Віохнам will be going 
from Manchester to the South Australian Area. 

%$ Padre Percy Kersiaxe (formerly of India and lately Warden 
of the Toc H Centre in Sheffield) has been appointed Rector of 
Compton Greenfield, Bristol. Cartes Young has now become 
South Yorkshire Divisional Secretary, based on the Sheffield 
Centre, and Rec SraroN (Lincolnshire Area Secretary) will be 
succeeding him as Manchester Area Secretary. 

% In place of Brian Виллхс$, who left the Staff and went to a 
business post in Australia last June, Howanp Dunnetr (East 
Anglian Area Secretary) has been appointed Overseas Secretary. 
He will be glad to hear at 47, Francis Street, S.W.1, from Areas 
and Lone Units overseas and of members going to or coming 
from places overseas. Perer Ragan (Norfolk Divisional Secretary) 
becomes East Anglian Area Secretary, while Howard Dunnett 
continues his work from Cambridge for the Gogs Division of 
the Area. 

Yi Ian Fraser has completed a two-months’ tour of the British 
Zone in Germany on the invitation of the Toc H Commissioner. 
B.A.O.R., and has returned to the Lakeland Area. 


54 


= The Rev. Носн E. Asupown (a pioneer and leading light in 
Toc Н in his youthful days from 1921 onwards) has been 
appointed Provost of Southwark in succession to the Rt. Rev. 
CUTHBERT BARDSLEY, now Bishop of Croydon. 

У The 1948 New Year Honours List included recognition of 
service by several Тос Н members, including A. E. №сно1ѕ of 
Exeter (South Western Arca Executive), C.B.E.; Georce REconp 
of Launceston, Tasmania (formerly Hon. Area Commissioner) 
"for social welfare services to children”, O.B.E.; апа Jor 
Frame of the Belfast Toc H Hospital Entertainments unit, 
M.B.E. Dr. Exwrsr Muir, Hon. Medical Advisor to BELRA, 
was made a C.M.G. 

“8 The Centrat CouxciL will meet in London on April 17/18. 
Councillors have been asked to ensure that nominations of 
candidates for the Central Executive for 1948/49 and notice of 
any resolutions for the Council reach the General Secretary by 
March 1. 

f Tubby's annual Pancake Party for Тос Н in London, without 
the presence of Tubby this year, will be held at Central Hall, 
Westminster, on Shrove Tuesday, February то. Тос Н in 
Yorxsuire will be holding a Festival in Leeds on Saturday, April 
3, and on April 24-25 LixcotxsHirE members will rally at 
Skegness. 

"P The Toc H Sramp Arrear last year produced £52 35. 4d. for 
the Family Purse and carried forward a useful Stock of material 
for sale this year, when it is hoped to achieve a target of /тоо. 
Members are asked to collect used postage $tamps in good 
condition, all overscas varieties and those of Great Britain of the 
higher values, and send them with the sender's name and address 
to the Hon. Secretary: Charles H. Wake, 142, St. Margaret's 
Road, Edgware, Middlesex. Where a customs declaration has 
to be completed, it should be made clear that the package is a 
free gift. 

9 Three Apvisory TEAMS FoR THE SERVICES are now at work in 
respect of the Royal Navy and Merchant Navy, the Army, and 
the Royal Air Force. Serving members in all- parts of the world 
are asked to send their present addresses to, and to keep in touch 
with, the Services Correspondent at 47, Francis Street, London, 
S.W.1 (in other words “ Fergie "). 
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We arc indebted jor this article to Dr. MACALISTER 
Brew. Her latest book, Informal Education, richly 
deservcs study in Toc H, for itis a lively stimulus 
to creative thought and action in everyday things. 


Forward March—IV 


National Association of Girls’ Clubs & 
Mixed Clubs 


HE National Association of Girls’ Clubs and Mixed Clubs is 

a body to which 2,181 clubs are affiliated. But its strength 
is not in these numbers, it is in the local responsibility and effort 
made by boys and girls, Leaders, helpers and Committee 
members in all parts of the country. 


It is fashionable nowadays, to bemoan the passing of the 
voluntary principle, but the very Structure and work of the 
National Association of Girls’ Clubs and Mixed Clubs is 
conducted through democratically elected committees, from the 
small Management Committee of a rural Club to the Executive 
Committee and Council of the Association as a whole. 


During the war years and since, there has been an increased 
amount of training for full-time salaried leadership and the 
Training Department not only supervises the practical training 
of many Social Science students who ‘ opt ' for Youth Leadership, 
but it organises refresher courses and part-time courses for many 
others, including voluntary workers, whose experience and needs 
are different. 


Nevertheless, even this proud record of voluntary service and 
an increasing band of professional Club Leaders does not provide 
enough adult help and guidance for the work. 


Why is this so? For the best of all possible reasons, because 
more young people are becoming ‘Club conscious '—desirous, 
that is, of finding places where they may meet in the evenings 
and continue to follow those interests, the first seeds of which 
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have been implanted in their school days. Those who Still cling 
to the old fashioned attitude to Youth Work imagine that all 
the benefits of the 1944 Education Act will, as they begin to be 
felt, reduce the neéessity for Youth Work. This is far from being 
the сазе. The more practical and interesting education becomes, 
the more young people demand opportunities to use their leisure 
wisely. 

Moreover, since we must perforce suffer for many years from a 
slowing down of the building programme, with its consequent 
overcrowding in the home and lack of adequate meeting places 
outside it, the more welcome is even the smalle& Club in the 
тоў inadequate premises. Affiliated Clubs meet in all sorts of 
places, from converted cottages to disused factories, from British 
Restaurants to the large conservatory of a country house, (even 
in one case in a disused Workhouse!), while a small minority, 
of the more fortunate, have premises of their own. 

The Association is making its March Forward, therefore, 
assured of the demand from young people for increasingly 
better provision for their leisure hours and fully conscious of the 
fact that in future young people will demand a better standard 
of opportunity in the Club; fully conscious too, of the fact that 
wherever possible, more adequate premises must be provided, 
and that more Leaders and helpers must be recruited, not only 
on a professional basis, but from men and women of good-will 
everywhere, who are prepared to devote a little of their time. 
not only to the well organised clubs, but to assist those people 
who are till Striving so hard to attract into their clubs those 
other young people who are apt to indulge in anti-social activities 
in their leisure time. 

During the last few years important conStitutional changes 
have taken place. For some time, the number of Mixed Clubs 
(that is, Clubs catering for boys and girls), desiring affiliation 
has increased (though new ' Girls, Only" clubs are also being 
formed) and the size of the total membership of affiliated Mixed 
Clubs affords striking evidence of their popularity and success. 

Morcover, the Mixed Club is often the only possible provision 
in many rural areas where the need for leisure time meeting places 
is not less clamant than in the town, but where Leaders and 
buildings are even scarcer. 
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Club Members putting their own Club in order. 


Feeling, therefore, that it was unfair to the public, and to the 
boys, to continue to pose as a Girls’ Organisation, while catering 
for increasing numbers of boys, the Association altered its con- 
$utution and name in 1945, adding the words * Mixed Clubs " 
to its title, and men to its staff. 


In 1947, it also became apparent that official recognition should 
be given to the increased contacts which were being made with 
Clubs overseas. Therefore, the Constitution has now been altered 
to provide for a closer and very welcome link with young people 
in many countries. This is both a strength and a responsibility 
and while the Association welcomes the generous gifts which 
reach it from time to time, from so many countries, nevertheless, 
there is a corresponding duty to help with advice, publications 
and, wherever possible, personal contacts. 


A further new development has been that of Travelling Clubs. 
In 1946, the British War Relicf Society Inc., of the U.S.A. gave 
a mobile van to the N.A.G.C. and M.C. This has been turned 
into a mobile Club and the lockers and cupboards which once 
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contained mugs and urns when it made its welcome visits to 
blitzed areas in the war years, now Store handicrafts, tools and 
literature—all the things that the scattered rural Clubs scldom 
before had an opportunity to ‘taste and try before they buy’. 
Scotland too, has a ‘Club on Wheels’ which was dedicated in 
front of St. Giles Cathedral, Edinburgh, before setting out on its 
journey to Mull, and it has now taken equipment and literature, 
as well as skilled direction in leadership, to the most isolated spots. 


During recent years, the Association has acquired two National 
Headquarters Houses, a town house at Devonshire Street and a 
country house at Avon Tyrrell, whilc a more recent gift from 
South Africa will make possible the establishment of three morc 
National Holiday Houses. The Devonshire Street premises in 
London house not only the Headquarters offices of the Associa- 
tion, but a residential club, where Members and Leaders from 
all over the country, as well as friends from abroad, are 
welcomed, while Avon Tyrrell, the National country house, 
welcomed over 1,300 young people for holidays between Easter 
and the end of September in 1946. Not one of the least interest- 
ing features of these National Houses is the personal service the 
Club Members themselves have given and continuc to give, by 
forming working parties to do necessary repairs and decorations. 


But what happens in all these Clubs up and down the 
country? What do young people do there? For although 
holidays and camping form an important part of the work it is 


the activities which continue throughout the year, which are the 
core of the work. 


At Headquarters, the Education Department tries to help with 
advice concerning the content of the Club programmes, by 
issuing various publications, by collecting and lending visual 
aids, exhibition boxes and other materials as well as by organising 


weekend courses in co-operation with other departments, for 
senior Club Members. 


A Steady drive has been made during the past few years to scc 

that young people interested in painting and sketching shall get 

| their due encouragement and opportunity, and to this end many 
Regional Youth Academies of Art have been formed. This year 

a Scottish Club Member had the distinction of having one of his 
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The Club Canteen. 


pictures hung in the R.S.A. Exhibition. But the kind of Club 
activities is in the ultimate dependent on local facilities. There 
must be few clubs who have not produced a play from time to 
time, though it may vary from Pantomime to an Easter play, 
from a Pageant to Documentary Newspaper, and few who do not 
regard Community Service—whether to the old or to the sick— 
as an integral part of their cducation in citizenship. 


Club members sing and dance, play games and camp, engage 
in many varieties of craft work. They form Discussion Groups, 
they work through their own Committees and Club Members 
Councils and, as Mr. A. P. Herbert said in a broadcast after 
visiting Clubs, “they are pulsating with life". But as one looks 
into the future, in spite of the varied new developments and 
experiments, the Association is Still trying to achieve its old ideals, 
those of trying to give Club boys and girls an opportunity to 
become better citizens, physically, mentally and spiritually. 


Zeal and enthusiasm is with the young, but they welcome 
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wise and understanding guidance, for it is not only through 
serious and organised activity, but in the general friendly chatter 
of the Canteen and the fun and games of the holiday that they 
seek the opportunity to live more fully. 


Let no one think that Clubs are dreary purveyors of desiccated 
uplift—they are places of gaiety and good spirits, the proper soil 
for the flowering of practical idealism, and worthy citizenship. 

J. Macalister Brew. 


The Fight Goes On 


The following short article, written by AuyHUR. Крсак, the General 
Secretary of the British Empire Leprosy Relief Association, comes as 
v timely seminder of the part Тос H has played. and still continues 
o play, m the war against leprosy. 


O Тос Н members "service" is a word of essential 

importance—without its implication, their membership would 
be 4 poor thing, living only in that friendship which the self- 
interest in each demands. And the more vital the need for the 
service, and the more onerous its conditions, the greater is the 
insistence of the urge to serve. 


This ts perhaps the reason why so many in Toc H have heard 
u call to serve some of the most needy among their fellows—the 
lepers; why some thirty Toc H men have devoted themselves in 
conjunction with BELRA to leprosy work, and why scores of 
others have offered their services. This urge to serve has not been 
born from pity or sentiment alone, but has come as the result of a 
reasoned decision to give in this particular way as best they can 
what man must somehow give or fail in his living. They have 
learned too, that enthusiasm is not enough, but must be backed 
by understanding, that to sympathise with a leper and care for 
him is good, but that far better is to learn how to cure him of 
the disease, and prevent him from spreading it. 
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BELRA has learned that the persons easiest to cure as well as 
to infect, are the children, and it is to such cases that a large part 
of its energy is now being devoted. To BELRA’s adoption 
scheme, and its fund for children's work, there has, thanks to the 
lead given recently by the Royal Family, been added a new 
E a large share in which has come through Toc H support 
at home. 


But Тос Н has also realised that direct help of this kind is not 
by itself sufficient. То give to clean children of lepers the proper 
care, new buildings and more staff are wanted; to give to a leper 
child the best treatment, knowledge of and experience in drugs 
is needed. And this means, in a phrase much used in Toc H, 
“sinews of war", to which Toc H has contributed its quota, 
substantial if impossible to estimate exactly, by raising interest 
among the people from which the sinews result. 

The research into new drugs now proceeding, and the new 
Research Unit recently set up by BELRA to co-ordinate and 
reap the reward of many small tes, will be costly, but are most 
surely a much needed step towards the solution of the problem 
of treatment. {tt will be the privilege of Тос Н to have played 


а part in almost every section of the fight to find it. 
А. C. EDGAR. 


The Open Hustings 


Membership Subscriptions 


Drar Eprrox, 

I have read with interest the statement on membership 
subscriptions in the January Journat. ‘The need for such a 
statement indicates that there have been alternative interpreta- 
tions of the meaning of the resolution passed by the Central 
Council in 1947. à 

Many members have expressed serious concern as to the 
possibility that such a step would deprive Headquarters of a 
substantial revenue—perhaps іп the nature of £5,000, in view of 
the figures given in the same JourNAL. 
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Others would prefer to continue to contribute some fixed sum 
to a central Headquarters, giving a feeling of ‘belonging’ to a 
national or international corporate body. 


I note the statement that the matter will “arise? at the next 
Central Council meeting, but would it not be desirable for the 
next Council meeting to have an opportunity to confirm that 
this interpretation is, in fact, what they thought was intended 
when they voted last year? 


In the meantime the Councillors should ascertain the views 
of their constituents on the abolition of membership fces, so that 
the wishes of the Family as a whole may be known and 
appropriate action be taken. 


Huddersfield. James W. OLIFFE. 


Dear EDITOR, 


How right you are about money in * The Family Purse—V ' 
in the January Journat! The natural urge of many, including 
myself, was to read quickly, then, to use a modern phrase, 
"Turn it up’ and pass on to the more interesting remaining 
reading, but the unusually still small voice of conscience, 
suffering from a January cold, croaks “ This means Уон”. 


In May of this year a certain District, which has offspring 
serving in all parts of the globe, is holding a self-denial week. 
It is to be preceded by a training week-end, when men will 
remember with much joy what has been wrought and the future 
will also be a subject for searching of hearts and minds. 

The writer urges his fellow men and women to make 1948 
a year of self-denial of finance earmarked for the family purse. 
Call it ‘Operation New Leaf’ or whatever occurs to you, but 
let us all make the effort. 


One per cent. of the annual income of each and all in the 
movement would Start something that would take a lot of 
stopping—if indeed it should ever need to be stopped. 


Portsmouth. Тер INGLISs. 
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“Seeing we are compassed about 
With so great a cloud of witnesses.” 


The Elder Brethren 


Avams.—On January 2, George Wituiam Арам, а founder- 
member of Woolmer Green group. Elected 7.5.'47. 

Carrer.—On January 5, Grorce E. Carrer, a member of 
Battersea and Clapham Branch. Elected 18.2.’46. 

Dran.—On November 26, at the Star and Garter Home, 
Wituiam Н. Dean, tor many years Pilot of Croydon Branch. 
Elected 18.2.°27. 

DopcEoN.—On October 11, Davin Dovcrox, aged 57, а 
member of Padiham Branch. Elected 22.1.’45. 

Epwarps.—On December 28, RicHuaup Evan EDWARDS 
C Tarry’), aged 61, à member of Bournemouth Branch and late 
chairman Toc Н House, Bournemouth. Elected 12.5.’30. 

GLzavE.—On January 10, The Rev. Носн CRASWELL GLEAVE, 
aged 28, a member and Oxford District Padre. Elected 7. 8.`45. 

Harr.—On December 19, Атвект Hatt (‘ Bert’), sometime of 
Mark IV Manchester, a founder-member of Hulme Branch, and 
one of the Bleak House pioneers. Elected 1925. 


Henpverson.—On December 11, James ABEL Crank HENDERSON, 
aged 42, a member of Richmond (Yorks) Branch. Elected 
11.12.46. 

Ormrop.—On December 11, ALFRED S. Окмкор ('Uxcre ALF’), 
aged 56, a member of St. Annes-on-Sea Branch. Elected 24.6.'41. 

SrusBENs.—In December, Hersert М/плллм Ѕтиввемѕ, aged 
40, a member of Cambridge Branch. Elected 12.4.33. 

Watron.—On December 24, Horace Watron, a member of 
Codsall I Branch and West Midlands Area Executive. Elected 
21.5.'37. 
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The great work undertaken by the Soldiers’, 
Sailors’, and Airmen’s Families Association during 
the war is known to many, and here is a bricf 
account written by Mr. C. M. Down of its 
present-day activities. 


S.S.A.F.A. Carries On 


THE Soldiers’, Sailors’ and Airmens’ Families Association was 
! founded in 1885 by Colonel Sir James Gildea, to look after the 
families of the men going abroad with the Second Egyptian 
[Expeditionary Force. A permanent visiting service of voluntary 
workers was cStablished, who would go into the homes and find 
out what was needed in the way of help. This service has been 
continued to the present day, when there arc some 25,000 
voluntary workers operating from 1,500 Divisional Offices all 
over thc country. 

These SSAFA representatives are looked upon as friends and 
advisers in every kind of personal problem and the families feel 
[ree to come to the Association whenever they need experienced 
help and advice. SSAFA offers to the serving or ex-service man 
in the British Isles :— 

Expert advice for families wishing to apply for statutory grants 

or pensions. 

Temporary financial aid to those whose needs are not covered 

by the State, and when immediate help is needed. 


Grants towards buying essential furniture or for the cost of 
moving when necessary. 

Temporary Grants for widows and families in cases of 
emergency due to illness, etc. 

Clothing, Footwear, Bedding, Blankets and Layettes supplied 
promptly in cases of real need. 


Children cared for in Emergency Short Stay Homes when 
mother is ill or for some other reason unable to look after 
them. 
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Application can be made either personally, or in writing, to 
the local SSAFA Branch Office—they have the address at the 
Post Office and the Police Station —or to Headquarters at 22, and 
27, Queen Anne’s Gate, Westminster, S.W.1. 

Service men and women serving overseas should note that the 
SSAFA Overseas Service Department provides a staff of trained 
women in every Overseas Command, available for consultation by 
C.O.s, when men's welfarc is affected by family affairs. Officers 
can refer men for special interviews where a woman's advice may 
be of special value. To 
assist a C.O., SSAFA 
voluntary workers at 
home will visit, at his 
request, a man’s family, 
giving help if needed; or 
will report on home con- 
ditions, so that the C.O. 
may know how to act. 
The serving man or 
woman's approach is in 
every casc through their 
C.O. 

The Nursing Branch 
of the Association has 
33 Alexandra Nursing 
Sisters employed at 
Home Stations and 34 
Overseas. 

The Married Families 
Club is a godsend 

At the S.S.A.F A. Children’s Home, Wimbledon to men on leave visiting 
London with their wives and children. It is at 14, 15, 16, Nevern 
Square, Earl's Court, London, S.W.s. Bed and breakfast is 5/- 
per person—for children under 5, 2/6d. It is available for all 
members of H.M. Forces below commissioned rank, serving or 
ex-service, with their wives and children. 

The Club has a nursery, where children may be left to be cared 
for during the day. This enables the parents to go off for the 
day together, if they wish to do so, in the comfortable know- 
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In the Dining Room at S. S.A F.A. Married. Families Club. 


ledge that the children will be properly looked after in their 
absence. Only the normally harassed wife and mother can fully 
appreciate this boon! There are thirty-eight bedrooms in the 
Club and rooms can be reserved in advance on payment of 10/- 
deposit. No one can stay for more than two wecks. Needless 
to say, the Married Families Club is immensely popular, and is 


becoming more and more widely known, especially among 
ex-service men. 


SSAFA also has an Officer’s Branch, which provides rent-free 
flats at Queen Alexandra’s Court, Wimbledon, for seventy-five 
ladies who are widows or unmarried daughters of deceased 


Officers of the Services. There is a long waiting list for these 
Hats. 


During the recent War, SSAFA faced a tremendous task. 
Enquiry Bureaux were established by the Overseas Department 
to the number of fifty-eight, on every front where British Troops 
were fighting, and over three-quarters of a million letters, cables 
and telegrams in connection with this service passed through 
the Department in London. 
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Since the cessation of hostilities, the majority of the SSAFA 
Interviewers have been withdrawn and the Bureaux closed, 


leaving only teams manning onc or two " Advisory Bureaux ” 
in each command. 


The volume of SSAFA's welfare work, however, has 
diminished little, if at all. Post-war problems press upon the 
Service and ex-Servicemen's families, and our advice and help 
is eagerly sought. 


The problem of finance for all these activities is, of course, 
always with us, and money-raising efforts such as concerts, dances, 
shows and bazaars are organised locally all over the Country. 
In this connection it is fitting here to pay a special tribute to 
Toc H for the very valuable help received from its members, as 
reported by our local organisers in many districts, particularly in 
the West Country. In Weymouth, Captain Jackson Brown leads 
all SSAFA activities. 


| For sixty-two years, without a break, SSAFA has been work- 
ing for the Forces’ families—and is still going Strong! 


C.M.D. 


Thanks — and a Hint 


“Thank you for your interest and help during the past eight 
years. Some of you are members of your local Borstal Voluntary 
Committee, others are on friendly terms with our local Associate 
and are willing to help him by taking a personal interest in a 
selected ex-Borstal youth. Others are employers who feel that an 
cx-Borstal youth deserves a fair chance and that this includes а 
fair trial in the trade of his choice. Others help us to find 
accommodation for the homeless youth in a strange town, and to 
all such a special word of thanks is due, for these homeless 
problem cases are increasing in number and any offer of help 
which includes accommodation is very much appreciated ”. 


From the Borstal Association REPORT, 1947. 
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This now completes the series of meditations 
on the Four Points of the Compass by Padre 
Јонх Jones. The other instalments have already 
been printed in the last three numbers of the 
JOURNAL. і 


The Aims of Toc- Hz 
Four Meditations—lV 


IV. The Kingdom of God 
Hymn: “ Hail to the Lord's annointed ". 


" Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that 1 will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of 
Judah: not according to the covenant which 1 made with their 
fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them 
out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, 
although I was an husband unto them, saith the Lord : but this 
shall be the covenant that І will make with the house of Israel; 
Лет those days, saith the Lord, 1 will put My law in their 
inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God 
and they shall be My people. And they shall teach no more 
every man his neighbour and every man his brother saying, 
Know the Lord: for they shall all know Me, from the leas of 
them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive 
their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more ”. 

(JEREMIAH 3T: 31-34.) 
Let us pray: 

O God, who revealest Thy kingdom to such as seck Thee with 
humble hearts and repentant minds, we praise "Thee for all we 
have received of Thy law and life and light. Help us to treasure 
this pearl of great price; to realise the cost of long ages of faith- 
fulness to prophet souls; to have reverence for “ the lengths of 
time heavy with the slow weight of tears”; to look in wonder 
and awe to Calvary and the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
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the world. In man's affliction hou wert afflicted but Thou 
hast shown us Thy salvation. ‘Thy light is come, the glory of 
Thy people Israel and the desire of the nations. О the depth 
of the riches both of Thy wisdom and knowledge! How 
unscarchable are Thy judgements and Thy ways past finding 
out! This is the pearl, this the treasure hid in a field! What 
have we given for its possession? Grant us Thy grace to be sons 
in Thy Kingdom, strong in faith and work for Christ's sake. 

Amen. 


# 


The fourth “ point of the compass ", or goal of our quest. is 
the Kingdom of God. Again there is so much which must 
remain unsaid. Recall the amazing varicty of the parables of 
the Kingdom which Jesus Himself gives us in the Gospels. 

We have been trying to see how in three types of living 
experience, Fellowship, Service, and Fairmindedness. God is 
with us. If we grasp this we should be the happiest of men. Now 
we know that life is not 'a mere bagatelle of transient 
experience’. Religion also is not some dusty vested interest 
locked up in a conundrum called the Bible, or an anachronism 
called the Church. Religion and life are one as we realise that 
God is with us in the way we live, rebuking, challenging, 
uplifting us, and the Bible and the Church are here to show us 
how this must be, and then to help us to widen and deepen our 
response to God in knowledge, joy and service more surely and 
perfectly with the passing years. 

Have | tripped up and offered you а kind of “Toc H 
rcligion "? Nothing could be more fantastic. There is no such 
thing. Toc H knows its own business in this matter and its 
“ Four Points” are simply a report of experience which making 
our own we must try to share with others in the service of the 
whole Church of God. 


If we criticise the Church we must criticise ourselves still more 
for the sake of the Church. But the vital thing is that we should 
seck and find the Kingdom of God and His rightcousness. ‘To 
it we shall surely come and in it we shall find not finality but a 
pilgrimage, not the sleep of oblivion but a watchman’s cry, and 
with our finding will come the rewards of the Kingdom, priceless, 
eternal, and ever present, if only we are found faithful. 
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SILENCE 
Let us pray together saying : 

| О God, Who hast so wonderfully made Toc H, and sct men 
in Yt to sce their duty as Thy will, teach us to live together in 
love and joy and peace; to check all bitterness; to disown 
discouragement; to practice thanksgiving; and to leap with joy 
to any task for others. Strengthen the good thing thus begun; 
that with gallant and high-hearted happiness we may work for 
Thy Kingdom in the wills of men; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 


Help us, O Lord, now and always to listen for the voice of God, 

To think fairly, 

To love widely, 

To build bravely, 

To witness humbly. 
And give us strength to maintain our Light in all good faith 
and brotherly conduct, in service from the elder to the younger, 
the strong to the weak, the hale to the sick, the richer to the 
poorer, the friendly to the lonely; remembering always the lives 
that frst fed the Light, and above all, the Lite of Him who is 
the Light of the World, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


SILENT PRAYER 


O Christ who dost reveal to men Thy everlasting Kingdom 
in beauty and judgement, help us at all times to rejoice that 
Thy Kingdom is at hand that we may receive it as the Strength 
and peace of our hearts. Keep us free of all unbelief and 
superstitious fear but establish in us a firm trust in Thy will and 
the glory of the Father. In every enlargement of goodness, in 
every manifeStation of beauty, in every victory of truth, grant 
that we may know that Thy Kingdom comes, and with it hope, 
and blessedness eternal for all men. Make us in all our ways 
worthy of this faith, for Thy name’s sake. Amen. 


SILENT PRAYER 


Нүмм: “ Thy Kingdom come! On bended knee 
The passing ages pray”. 


THE BLESSING 


- 
he 


Interest at Ilford 


N invitation for Toc H to take part in a Voluntary Associa- 
* ‘tions’ Exhibition, staged during Ilford Civic Week, met with 
a ready response. A working party drawn from local Branches 
contrived an ingenious display which had for its central feature 
Arnold Mason’s portrait of Tubby, recently exhibited at the 
Royal Academy. Photographs showing Toc H in action were 
supplemented by hand-drawn posters, most noticeable being one 
telling of Barkingside Branches' efforts to send away for seaside 


holidays children who had been in contact with tuberculosis. 

The Stand also displayed Toc H and BELRA literature. 

Another original item was a Contact Card on which was 
printed the month's programmes of all four local Branches, 
with an invitation to ‘ visit our mectings and find out whether 
Toc H has the method in life you are secking’. “This card 
included a perforated slip, already addressed to * Ilford Тос Н 
Liaison’, through the medium of which interested enquirers 
could be put in touch with their nearest Toc H unit, or learn 
how offers of help could be utilised. A large number of these 
cards were distributed during the week's display and it will be 
interesting to learn, at a later date, the results of this planned 
effort in the life of Шога units. 


ALP CCP ROE LP Pe Pa 


“ Confound this banner! I've lost the procession." 
(With acknowledgments to PUNCH and А. Jackson). 


Many members of Тос Н already have first-hand 
experiences of Warden Manor. This short 
article wrillen by Durr POWELL may scrvc as an 
introduction іо a wider circle. 


Warden’s Welcome 


ON the North coast of Kent, at the mouth of the Thames, lics 

the Isle of Sheppey, once known as the Isle of Sheep, linked 
with the mainland by a bridge carrying road and railway side by 
side across a narrow strip of water known as the Swale. The dock- 
yard town of Sheerness is at the north western end of the island 
and is the terminus of the single line from Sittingbourne; it is 
from the depot close to the railway station that a ’bus Starts for 


Warden. 


The road to Warden passes through the villages of Minster 
and Eastchurch, and the Warden bus ends its run at the gate of 
Warden Manor. ‘The house dates back, in part, to 1468, and, 
though it has received a few alterations and additions in the 
subsequent centuries, Still retains a charm and an atmosphere 
that defies description. The road past the Manor finishes about 
a hundred yards away at Warden Point on the cliff edge; here 
are a few cottages, all that is left of the village of Warden, the 
others have been claimed by the sea and now lie buried beneath 
the sand. 


The Manor, in common with the rest of the Isle of Sheppey, 
has a past which is full of the romance and thrill of English 
history, many great folk have visited the island, and some have 
lived on it and are now buried at Minster or Eastchurch. It 
would take up too much time and space to name them all, so a 
few must suffice, of the rest you will learn when you come to 
Warden, as I am sure you will. Those who have read The 
Ingoldsby Legend will remember the story of Grey Dolphin and 
of his ma&ter, Sir Robert de Shurland. He was no story book 
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figure but а member of a great family who lived at Shurland 
Hall. He died there in 1327 and left two daughters, Margaret 
and Ann; the former married Sir William Cheney, and it was 
а descendant of theirs, Sir Thomas Cheney, who pulled down the 
old Hall and built a great mansion at which he entertained 
Henry МІП and Ann Boleyn in 1532. A fragment of this once 
magnificent house still Stands outside Eagtchurch village on a 
site which goes back to the earliest days of written history. Sir 
Edward Banks, who at one time owned the Manor, as a young 
man came to London from Derbyshire and worked as a labourer. 
He later became a contractor on his own account and carried out 
à number of large undertakings, one of them, the building of 
London Bridge, is of particular interest as it was with Stones from 
the old London Bridge that Sir Edward Banks (as he had then 
become) rebuilt the second Warden Church. Some ot these 
stones arc to be seen in the garden of the Manor. 

So much for Warden of the past. Warden Manor was 
purchased by a member of Toc H and Vic Martin with his wife 
* Bill’ were asked to come to it and run it as a holiday home for 
members of Toc H and any of their friends who are in sympathy 
with the ideals of the movement. 

The busiest time at Warden is from July to mid-September. 
Every Saturday sees the arrivals and departures, the latter return- 
ing to the daily round strengthened and refreshed by the sea 
breezes and above all by the spirit of true fellowship which runs 
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through all the varicd activities at the Manor. ‘Time need never 
hang heavily on your hands; the putting grecn, the skittle alley, 
and also a remade tennis court atford opportunities for games : 
there are plenty of deck chairs for those who prefer to read, gossip 
or, dare ! say jt, slumber. You can also walk along the cliffs to 
Minster or to Levsdown. and there is bathing from the beach at 
the latter place. The former tennis court, and much else in house 
and garden, became a casualty as the Manor was in military 
occupation in the war years. Devoted labours by Vic, Bill and a 
number of their friends ever since their return in March, 19406, 
have repaired the ravages of war. Опе day each week the party 
sets out by coach to visit one or more of the тапу places of beauty 
and historic interest with which. Kent abounds, and under Vic's 
guidance one can learn much of the county's Storied past. 

I have left till the last the place which is indeed the living heart 
of the Manor. | mean the Chapel. Made by loving hands out of 
a building which once served as a chaff-cutting and fodder shed, 
it now stands in simple beauty to feed the souls of men. ‘There. 
evening by evening. prayers are led by one or other of the party 
end а celebration of Holy Communion takes place оп one 
morning cach week. 

Finally. as one who loves this house as all do who come beneath 
its spell, 1 commend to you Warden Manor as a place of real 
rest, Come to it once and vou will. like many others, come 
again. and again. С. Durr Power. 
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OVERSEAS AREAS AND BRANCHES OF TOC H. 
FEBRUARY, 1948. 


Querseas Secrelary: Н. С. DuxNETT, 47, Francis Sia London, SANM 
(Victoria 0354) 
Letters for Branch Seciclaries should be addressed c/o THE ARES 
SECRETARY er offer officer concerned, 
The year of recognition ef the Branches and tenure of status are 
shown in brackets 


Hee IloNORARY. COMMISSIONER. ЈА. = Hoax. AREA SECRETARY 


ARGENTINA: TLC Col K. R. Stirling Wvllic, Society of Motor 
Мийт. and Traders, Cordoba 645, 6 Piso, Buenos Aires. M.S.: 
Rev. К. Bromwich, Toc H Centre, Chacabuco 723, Buenos Aires. 
Buenos Aires —Shackleton (23); Lomas de Zamora (38); Montevideo 
татах) (454-08); Quilmes (12); Northern Suburbs (46-49). 


AUSTRALIA H. dust.C.; Dudley Mathews, ОЛЫ. MH.Anst.S.: 
Ro Je Lo Right, Вох тоок, G.P.O., Adelaide, South Australia. 
Headquarters : yo, Pirie St, Adelaide, South Nustralia (С. 7577). 
New ости Waes: A.P.: Rev. М. R. Tomlinson, MLSs R. Dowd 
and R. W. Tavlor, Too M, Daking House, Rawson Place, Sydney. 
Cammaray (47-448), Chatswood (38-50); Lithgow (47-48); Newcastle 
(27-50); Parramatta (qo-50); Sydney (41-30); Turramurra. (47-45). 
QUEENSLAND ЛЛ А H. Sett, Toe М, Box 33112, G.P.O. Brisbane. 
BHrishans (29-48); Ipswich (41-48); Maryborough (35-48); Pittsworth 
39-45), Rockhampton (39-48); Toowoomba (39-48). 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA | GLS Gordon Lawes. МОЛ 5: B. Dowling, c/a 
Yoo H, Bos 1202K, G.P.O., Adelaide. Adelaide Central (27); Grange 
(ay). Mitcham (38); Payneham (29); Thebarton (37); Unley (30) 5 
Woodville (39); Vietor Harbour. (38). 

Тама т НУ: Jo DL. Hull, as, Mount Stuart Rd, Hobart, Devon- 
port (39-30); Hobari (29-30); Launceston (33-48); Moonah (36-50) ; 
Ulverstone (34-50). 

Vieron: ДА G. C. Cowan, Toe H, 476, Collins St., Melbourne, 
E Belmont (39-48) ; Brunswick. (29-419) ; Deepdene (47-48) ; Essendon 

35-47); Geelong City (32-47); Geelong West (37-47) ; Macdonald 

(47-48); Melbourne Central (47-48) ;; Newtown and Chilwell (46-48) ; 
Ocean Grove (47-48) ; Service (47-18); Warrnambool (31-47). 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA : 21.5. : HT. Lewis, Toe ТЕ Box E 202, G.P.O. Perth. 
Alhany (30-48) ;: Bridgetown (47); Dumbleyung (1); Middlesex (39); 
Narrikup (37); Nungarin. (39) ; Subiaco (33-48) ; Weogenellup (47). 
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CANADA: EasrkERN. QuNADA. REGION | Hen, Reg. Administrator: 
Prof. П. Wasteneys, 20, Howland Avenue, Toronto, 4, Өш. Sees: Rev. 
M. C. Robinson. Office Sec.: Mrs. J. M. N. Jackson. House: Mark 11 
(Can), бід, Muron SC, Toronto. 5, Ont. (KT. $075). Guelph (33); 
Huron. (Toronto) (38); Parkdale (Toronto) (39); Montreal (29); St. 
Lambert (Montreal) (32) ; Toronto (23); York (Toronto) (32). 


WisNIPEC = RSL: А. Watkins, Too H, Р.О. Box 675, Winnipeg. 
Ehnwood (37); St. James (29); Winnipeg (22). 

Reise Содур 72.82: 11. M. Bruton, 2642, Haywood Yvente, 
lHollvburn, B.C. Vancouver (26); West Vancouver (37). 


INDIA : ALL INDIS COMMITTEE PES P. AMuuehelh e Toe -K 
Mark 1(1), 2/2, Lansdowne Road, Calcutta. 
Lose Uxirs : Bombay L (44-47); Bombay П (39) ; Byeulla (012) ; Caleutta 
127); Kirkee (417-49) ; Parel (47-49) 
NORTH WESTERN INDIA ; МУ. B. Blanchette, 166, Sprail Road, Eeroze- 
pore Cantt, Punjab. Lahore (39); Rawalpindi (39). 
SOUTHERN хос РУ JOS. Mhanasuts, 194, Poonamallee Higi Rd., 
Madras Bangalore (40); Coimbatore (442-47); Hubli (47-19); Kolar 
Gold Field (4); Madras (27) ; Ootacamund. (38) ; Palamcottali: (44-47). 


NEW ZEALAND : ddiministialor's Deputy: Maj. Gen. Sir Frederick 
Powerbank, KOBE Hon. Dom. Scc; W. Bear, 6, Rotherham Terrace, 
Miramar, Wellington, Hoy. Ashburton (41) ; Auckland (33) ; Avon (39) ; 
Birkenhead (46-49) ; Christchurch (29) ; Dunedin (29) ; Geraldine (39) ; 
Hawera (38); Invercargill (37); Nelson (32); New Plymouth (37) ; 
Oamaru (a3); ‘Takapuna (46-19) nnar (37); Wanganui (35); 
Wellington (45-49). 


SOUTHERN APRICA : H.C.: Sir Herbert Stanley, G.C.M.G., Papen- 
boom, Newlands, Cape of Good Tope. Gen. Sec. R. P. T. Anderson, 
Lox 3624, Johannesburg. (33-831). Рохе Mark 1 (S.Af.), 30, Sara- 
toga Avenue, Johliannesburz. 

Cur Easterns Ав с МЫЛ: 0H. Gurney, Box yy. Port Elizabeth, 
Alice (27-18) ; Cala (40-48); Cradock (30-48); Bast London (33-18), 
Grahamstown (27-418) , Indwe (36445) ; Graaf Reinet (Gqo-48) ; Shaw Park 
(38-48) ; Kingwilliamistown: (36-48), Port. Elizabeth (29748). 

Cam WisTERN Arey: d. Poo Rev. D. C. E. Rogers. Hobo: C. E. Lello, 
P.O. Box 7, Capetown, Sea Point (47-45). 

Nama: ud); Revo WLR Po Evans, Р.О. Box 2145, Durban. 
Vnatikulu-Gingindlovi (47-50); Durban (27-28); 0 Msteourt (34-45) ; 
Eshowe (32-135); Pietermaritzburg Central (29245) ; Malvern (до); New 
Hanover (57-48) ; Hillary. (28-48). 

TRANSVAAL AND ORANGE Fen Stare: Org. Sec.: V. Ө. Joseph. H.4.5.: 
D. Kennedy, с/о Box 3624, Johannesburg. Johannesburg Central 
(46-19) ; Krugersdorp (37-48); Pilgrims Rest (47-50); Pretoria (28-48) ; 
Rosebank (38-18); Springs (39-48); Westiort (37-48) ; Witbank (38-48); 
Yeoville (27-48). 

Ropes: PLAS. ©. Paleoner, Р.О. Box 16, Bulawayo. Broken Hill 
(1947); Bulawayo (33-48); Gatooma — (38-48); Marandellas (45-8); 
Salisbury (30-418); Umtali (29-48). 
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LONE UNITS : 


Communications to Overseas Secretary, уз. Francis St, London, 
SENN T 
CHILE: H.C.: D. Blair, СШ... c/o Gibbs & Со. Casilla ai-V, Val- 
paraiso, Chile. Cradock (Valparaiso) (29), Santiago (39). 
Aden (42); Brussels (46-30); Charleroi (37); Colombo (27), Kingston 
(Jamaica) (36-48); Malta (47-50); Manritias (36); Morro Velho (46-49) ; 
Nairobi (35) ; Singapore (46-40). 


SERVICES CLUBS OVERSEAS: 

Hon. Commissioner for Services Overseas: Maj. GEN. 
Jagpine, Rr., С.В. D.S.0., M.C., 47, Francis St., S.W.1. 
B.MA.O.R. : Rev. р. W. Webb, Тос НУСАА Wa e/o HL; ВАЛО. К., 
BAVOR.. Chiba s Rad Salzuflen, Goitingen, Lubbeceke, Berlin, Пи 
burg, Cologne, Bad Oeynhausen, Hildesheim 
MIDDLE BAST: Contntissioner. G. P. Coleman-Cross, НО, Toc И, 
MUR, 

PALESTINE: Commissioner: А. Servante, M B.E., Тос EH with H.M. 
Forees, ejo ACG., Palestine Command, M.E.L.E, 

MALTA: Warden: B. Е. Miles, Тос H with H.M. Forces, c/o ALPO. 
Malta. 

FAR EAST: Reg. Sec: R. he Dines, M.B.E., Talbot House, Scotts 
Wd. Singapore Club. Warden: J. R. stevens, Talbot House, о, 
Macdonnell Ка, Hong Kong 


THE SERVICES: 


Communiedtions do Services Correspondent, р, Francis Street, 
London, К.А. 


Sik COKIN 


Serveiees отео Teas: Мон. Sees К.М. ХО ALN. UO А, 0, Browni- 
Jolin, ARMY ANDR EL: efjo Services Correspondent. 
| Naval Part Correspondents 
| CHATHAM > J. Goss, H.M. Dockyard School, Chatham, Kent 
SHERRNESS | CPO. A. R. Bradley, HOM.S. Wildfire. Sheerness, Kent. 
PogTsSMOUTM i Lt. Cdr G. Wo рест, RN , Reul, 46, Rowlands Ave., 
Waterlooville, Пах. 
Муу моти dy E. Marks, ss, Mlelude Crescent, Westham, Weymouth 
Phvoxrokt ; Ch. Shpt. S. B. Kampmann. 4, Hilside Ave., Mutley, 
Plymouth, and (Shore Contact) S. Callas, 23. Plaistow Crescent, 
Higher St, Budeaux, Piymouth. 
Pyar AgEv: J. T. Dawson, 60, Moorhead, North Venham, Newcastle / 
Tyne, 5. 
i CakDIPE : (Shore Contact М.Х): J Evans, c/o Toc H, 23, St. Mary 
i St, Cardiff. 
SiNGArORE : М. G. Foster, C EO (1L), К.М. H.M.S. Terror, Singapore. 
SS 
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